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SPRING 2023

The Grapevine is here so the Victoria Chapter of the FCA can celebrate the many 
awards, milestones and successes of our accomplished artists. For more information, 

see the Newsletter section of our website. Please email your contributions to the 
Editor, Elaine Hughes, at darktee@gmail.com

VICTORIA CHAPTER SUMMER SHOW
Call to Artists

Deadline for Application: June 18, 2023

Art is our pathway to expression.  A combination of imagination, unique talent, 
spontaneity, experimentation, passion, communication - and so much more.  There 

are no limits to how or what we wish to express in our creative works.  Show us how 
you express your inner artist!

 The “Expressions” Call to Artists is already open and runs until June 18, 2023. 

The Exhibition itself will take place from July 4-8, 2023 at the Fortune Gallery, 537 
Fisgard St, Victoria BC, with an opening reception at 6:30 pm on Tuesday July 4, 

2023. Be sure to help us advertise by spreading the word on social media!

Expressions is open to Victoria FCA Active, AFCA and SFCA chapter members in 
good standing. Please note, due to a change in support from Vancouver, the Victoria 
Chapter has developed a new online registration process for submitting your artwork. 
Please review the instructions carefully. Remember, this is a juried exhibition judged 

to national standards so be sure to enter something fabulous!

Artists: Start your online submission process here

VANCOUVER FCA SHOWS

Included in this section are the Vancouver FCA shows since the last edition of the 
Grapevine. We can’t put every work from every show in here, but we do try to make 

sure one or two pieces from each Chapter member that has exhibited in Vancouver is 
shown, and make mention of the others whose work was accepted. Please note this 
is a manual process as we don’t get any sort of list from Vancouver, so if you notice 

any errors or omissions please let us know.

Ten Squared 2022

This annual fundraising exhibition of the FCA calls for artworks in any style and 
subject, unframed and sized exactly 10" x 10". This year we had seven members with 

a total of twenty one works accepted into the show. Here’s a selection:

Thin Ice, oil, by Deborah Tilby SFCA. Deborah had a second piece in the show as 
well, entitled A Little Wave.

Tranquility, oil, by Lisa Riehl, AFCA

Evolution 2, mixed media, by Sheryl Fisher AFCA. Sheryl had a second piece in the 
show, Evolution 1.

Let’s Go Sailing, oil, by Belinda McNeice AFCA. Belinda is one of our newest 
members so this is a good chance to welcome her. She had three other paintings in 

the show. 

 Life, Boat Series 3: Bon Voyage is an acrylic by another new member, Elaine Smith. 
A warm welcome to Elaine too! She had two additional pieces in the show.

Punch Card Blues is a mixed media piece by Cindy McMath. Congratulations on 
selling this piece from the show go out to Cindy! She had five other works in the 

show.

Finally, we also want to recognize that Sophia Morrison had three pieces in the show. 
Sophia has numerous successful show entries to report this session, so we will be 

featuring some of them below.

The full Ten Squared exhibit can be viewed online here. 

Active Member Exhibition

2023 began with the Active Member Exhibition. This show is open to 2D and 
sculpture submissions by all Active FCA members, in any of the permitted media.

Summer in the City, a mixed media piece by Kim Money, was the only successful 
entry from our Chapter. Congratulations Kim! 

The full show can be seen online here.

Works On Paper

The annual Works On Paper show challenges artists to work with any type of paper: 
pulp, fibre, stone, hemp, bamboo, textured, homemade and yupo.

Timeless, a watercolour by Andrea England.

Glacier National Park, BC, a watercolour by Elaine L Hughes.

Whistle While You Walk is one of two acrylic on paper pieces that Jenn Lecour had in 
the show. The other was entitled A Day Like This. 

You can see the entire show online here.

Artist’s Choice 

This exhibition is for member artists to submit their choice of subjects, in their 
favourite styles and media.

Greg Dow, SFCA, had this acrylic Untitled #13 (Making Notes) accepted into the 
Artist’s Choice show, along with two other pieces, Untitled #20 (Where To Now?) and 

Untitled #21 (After the Flood).

Jibber Jabber, a mixed media piece by Sheryl Fisher, AFCA.

Feeling the Earth, an oil, cold wax and mixed media piece by Jenn Lecour.

Daydreamer, an oil painting by Kathleen Manning.

Glacier Melt, an oil by Belinda McNeice AFCA. Belinda had a second piece in the 
show, entitled Bugaboo Spire.

The full show can be seen online here.

Shape and Form

This annual exhibition features artworks that explore the visual language of shapes 
and forms

Arbutus Part II, an acrylic by Jenny Adams, another new Chapter member.

Westerly Winds, an acrylic by Sophia Morrison.

The full show can be seen online here.

Online Federation Showcase

This new exhibition is online only and is designed for members to have a forum to 
showcase their work. Not for sale artworks are permitted!

Congratulations go out to Grazyna Wolski AFCA for winning a First Place Award for 
this oil painting, A Wave of Nostalgia.

Also in the show is Perfectly Wild, an acrylic by Dorset Norwich-Young SFCA.
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Grand Opening, an oil by Bev Robertson AFCA.

In the Moment, a mixed media piece by Heather MacNeil.

Us, an oil by Mara Szyp.

Also in the show (not pictured) was a piece by Sheryl Fisher AFCA and one by 
Melinda Neal, a new member. We will see examples of their work elsewhere in the 

Newsletter. 

The full show can be seen online here.

Animalis

As one might expect from the title, this exhibition features artworks with animal 
subject matter: domestic, wild or rural.

Come Play With Me, an acrylic by Sophia Morrison.

Cruising on a Sunday Afternoon, an acrylic by Dorset Norwich-Young SFCA.

The full exhibition can be viewed online here.

Bloom 

The annual Bloom show features pieces that have a clear focus on floral subject 
matter.

Harmonius, an oil by Joane Moran AFCA

Romneya, an intaglio etching with aquatint by Elaine Smith.

Small

The Small exhibition showcases all subjects and styles, in any accepted FCA media, 
so long as the artworks are no bigger than 165 square

inches in size (exclusive of any frame).

A Moment, a mixed media piece by new Chapter member Mary Lang. Mary had three 
other pieces also accepted to the exhibition.

Leave the Lights On, a mixed media piece by Cindy McMath.

Three Apples, an oil painting by Janet Moore. Janet had a second piece accepted to 
this show entitled Warm and Cool.

Roses and Triangles, an oil painting by Melinda Neal, another of our new Chapter 
members.

Scenes From Western Canada

This exhibition celebrates the West Coast of Canada. Submitting artists do not need
to live in the area, but all subjects must be distinctly West Coast. For the purpose of 
this exhibition the subject extends beyond landscapes, to scenes from our daily lives 

and cities.

Rory MacDonald, AFCA, received an Honourable Mention in the show for this oil 
painting, Morning Light on the Lake. Rory also had two other works accepted into the 

show. Congratulations Rory!

Also in the show was Every Breaking Wave, an oil by Janet Moore.

Bespoke Boat Trio, an oil by Melinda Neal.

Sophia Morrison had an acrylic, Windblown Spruce, also accepted into the show. The 
full exhibition can be seen online here.

365 Online Exhibition and Calendar Contest

Oversize, available, Not for Sale and sold artworks are all permitted in this juried 
competition to be included in the annual FCA Art calendar. The top 14 artists are 

featured in the calendar, which is used for fundraising, and all artists juried in 
successfully are shown in the online gallery for the show.

Greg Dow, SFCA, received a First Place Award for his acrylic painting Untitled #18 
(Morning Sun). He also had a second piece, Yellow Warbler, in the show. 

Congratulations to Greg!

Ed Araquel, AFCA, had this pastel accepted in the show; it is entitled Juan de Fuca 
Sunrise. He also had a second painting in the show, a watercolour entitled Fire 

Survivors.

Lisa Riehl, AFCA also had two pieces in the show. Pictured is an acrylic entitled Just 
Breathe. Her other painting was an oil entitled The Space Between.

Carol Bednarski also had two acrylics in this show. Pearl of the Maritime is pictured 
and her second piece was entitled Winter Glory. 

Also in the show were two acrylic paintings by Sophia Morrison and an oil painting by 
Janet Moore. The full online exhibition can be seen here.

Shadow and Light

One of our new members, Melinda Neal, got Active Status in the fall, and had the 
pictured work included in our November 2022 Chapter exhibition, Shadow and Light. 
Unfortunately, due to a mix up in membership lists, she didn’t get mentioned in our 
last Grapevine! We just wanted to take this opportunity to apologize to Melinda for 

missing her entry, and to feature it here (above) for everyone to see! 
It is an oil on canvas, entitled End of Summer. 

Mixed

We successfully reported on the inclusion of Janet Ross Ketchen’s mixed media 
piece Falling Stars in the Mixed show, but our faithful reproduction of the image on 
federation.com turned out to be incorrect, as unfortunately their website shows the 

image of the painting upside down. Apologies to Janet! She is pictured here with her 
piece hung in the correct orientation. 

While we do our best to make sure mistakes don’t creep into the Grapevine, as you 
can see there are seemingly endless ways for errata to occur. Don’t hesitate to email 

the Editor, Elaine Hughes, at darktee@gmail.com with any problems that you find.

MEMBER NEWS

Nancyanne Cowell, an Expressive Tonalist of modern atmospheric landscapes, had 
her oil and mixed media painting “Hill of Dreams” selected and published in the 2023 

Mar-Apr edition #63 of Island Arts Magazine. The link to the edition is here, and 
Nancyanne’s work is displayed on page 35. 

Renate Mackenzie was honoured to receive  a ‘Jurors Choice’ award for her painting 
entitled “Nature’s Gems” in the Saanich Peninsula Arts & Crafts Spring Show in April, 

2023. Congratulations Renate!

Gabriela Hirt was pleased to report on her successful solo show of paintings and 
sculptures, “Storied Bodies,” which took place at the Gibsons Public Art Gallery, 

Gibsons BC, from January 12 - February 5, 2023. To quote just one of many 
favourable visitor reviews, the show was “Breathtaking, heartbreaking, word defying.” 

- Tara B. To see an artist narrated exhibition-tour video, go to 
https://www.gabrielahirt.com/storiedbodies

CHAPTER NEWS

Fall Workshop

ACRYLIC BOOT CAMP:
All You Wanted to Know About Acrylic Paints, Mediums, Pastes and Gels

with Bianka Guna, CSPWC, SCA, OSA, TWS

October 7 & 8, 2023
9:30 am to 4:30 pm both days, in person

Cordova Bay 55+ Activity Centre

Join professional artist Bianka Guna in this two-day workshop where  you will learn 
how to treat pristine surfaces with the right mediums and gessoes, then paint them 

with various acrylic paints (regular, open, fluid, high flow acrylic) and create paintings 
that are protected to archival standards. This is a workshop for painters that are 

working, or want to try their hand at, non-objective painting in acrylic where the paint 
is the main subject of the artwork.

Participants will see how mineral and modern pigments relates to clean color mixing, 
glazing and the creation of fabulous new mixed colors. Learn the unique properties of 
fluid acrylics, and the various gels, pastes and aggregates that transform any surface 
(canvas, wood panel) into an acrylic friendly one where you can change the texture, 
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saturation and intensity of your work.

The cost of the workshop is $150 for members. For more information and to register, 
go to our website here.

Art Avenue

Art Avenue (the national FCA magazine) has changed its publication frequency from 
six to four times a year, please note, this may affect when our Chapter exhibition 

news will be published. 

The submission deadlines are as follows:

Summer April 25th Release date is June 1st
Fall July 25th Release date is September 1st

Winter October 25th Release date is December 1st
Spring January 25th Release date is March 1st

One of the benefits of FCA membership is that you can get published in Art Avenue 
by sharing your successes such as gallery inclusions, awards outside of FCA 

Exhibitions, solo shows, inclusions in magazines, a significant commission or other 
publicity. While we can’t promise we’ll have the space within the Victoria Chapter 
News section, we will try, otherwise you can submit directly to their editorial team.

Members are encouraged to submit their own news and upcoming exhibition 
information for national promotion and exposure to consultants, agents, and 

collectors who receive the magazine.

Their editorial team is always on the lookout for new content, or suggestions for new 
features, so if you would like to contribute please check out this link 

https://artists.ca/member_resources/art_avenue_magazine regarding submission 
guidelines and contact Carol Crenna at artavenue@artists.ca with your articles, news 

and features.
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