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Spring 2022
The Grapevine is here so the Victoria Chapter of the FCA can celebrate the many
awards, milestones and successes of our accomplished artists. It is also a platform to
raise awareness of the events, shows and artist opportunities available on southern
Vancouver Island that our members participate in.
For more information, see the Grapevine section of our website.
Please email your contributions to the Editor, Elaine Hughes, at darktee@gmail.com

SUCCESS!
This Spring we had two members who achieved their Signature status. This is always
such great news and we are delighted to celebrate the success of Greg Dow, who
was awarded his SFCA, and Diana Grenkow, who was awarded her AFCA. The
Success! spring show is online on the Federation Gallery website, so you can see the
entire exhibit there.
A bit more about each of our two award winners. First, Greg Dow, SFCA.

Greg Dow’s website has his very interesting biography and describes his practice in
this way: “Greg commits himself to full-time living, which for him means daily painting
and practicing mindfulness. His work evolves along with this commitment and he
explores subject matter which emphasizes abstract composition and themes relating
to psychic rather than mundane reality. The tension between the subject/vehicle and
the abstract content of his current work achieves reconciliation on a visual level that
does not translate to other modes of communication.” He is currently living and
painting in Sooke, British Columbia.
His painting Untitled #3 (above) is one of the pieces that was shown at the Success!
exhibit. It is an acrylic on canvas, 24x26, NFS.
Congratulations Greg!

Our second new Signature member is Diana Grenkow, AFCA.
Diana’s website describes her art as being “influenced through the study of
Renaissance painters and modern day artists such as Noah Layne, Sara Lamb, Sadie
Valerie, and Jeﬀrey Larson. Diana works primarily with oils on board portraying still
life subject matter in a traditional style. She begins a painting by drawing on prepared
board with thinned oil paint and a chisel brush, then building up layers of paint. The
final layer is scumbling which allows colours to break through each other giving depth
and luminosity to the painting.” Diana lives in Victoria.
Her painting P.B. & J. with Jo (above) was part of her Signature status submission,
and can also be seen in the online Success! show. It is an oil on board, 16 x 21, NFS.
Congratulations Diana!

Lifetime Membership
A tribute to Sharlene Stushnov-Lee

At the April 21, 2022 AGM of the Victoria FCA, Sharlene Stushnov-Lee was honored
with a Lifetime Membership.
Sharlene has been involved with the FCA since 2006 when she joined the Vancouver
chapter. She started her FCA “volunteer career” working on the Advertising
Committee. Next, in 2010 she took on the position of Workshop Convener and, in
2011, when the Secretary suddenly stepped down, she filled her previous job and
became Secretary. Shortly after being elected President in 2012, she was diagnosed
with cancer. Despite going through six months of chemo, Sharlene managed to make
90% of executive meetings.
Uncertain of the future, at this point she stepped down as President but remained on
the executive as Past President. She also worked with the Show Committee, creating
the posters and invitations as well as computerizing paperwork for the show. In 2016
she stepped down from the executive. But wait……not done yet! In January 2020,
just before the pandemic started, Sharlene returned as Show Convener. As she
commented: “Fortunately, Kathleen Schmalz had already put in place the online
jurying through Vancouver and Gord Smith was working with them to implement
online Chapter shows. It made the job much easier.”
Finally, in 2021, this One-Woman Victoria FCA Executive Committee did indeed step
down. It had been almost 2 years in her “last position.”
In addition to being on the FCA Executive, in 2010 Sharlene became one of five
directors at the Coast Collective Art Centre in Colwood. There she managed the
gallery until 2013. The Collective then became a non-profit and she remained on the
board for another year to assist with the transition.
Sharlene’s artistic accomplishments include receiving Associate (AFCA) status with
the FCA in 2015. That same year she was juried into the International Guild of
Realism. In 2017 she received Elected Status with the Society for Canadian Artists
(SCA). You can see more of Sharlene’s work on her website.
From all of us at the Victoria FCA, a heartfelt thank you Sharlene for the endless
volunteer time you have given to our organization. May your years going forward be
filled with many wonderful creative hours.

Call to Artists

Remember there is still time to get your submission in for the spring Chapter show,
Fresh Start! The deadline for submission is May 21st. For more information, go to
https://artists.ca/submissions/view/id/1563

Vancouver FCA Shows
80th Anniversary Exhibition

Andrea England won an Honourable Mention at the 80th Anniversary Exhibition in
early December, 2021, for this watercolour, Where The Winds Take Me.

Another artist in the 80th Anniversary show was Bonnie Helm-Northover, AFCA, with
this ink and watercolour piece, Butterfly.
Greg Dow, SFCA, Cindy McMath and Sophia Morrison also had work in this
exhibition - you will see some of their pieces elsewhere in the newsletter (we only
show one or two pieces from each artist, so we can show as many diﬀerent member
works as possible). The full online exhibition is still available at
https://federationgallery.com/exhibit/the_80th_anniversary_exhibition/3240

Ten Squared
The Ten Squared Exhibition at the end of December, 2021, is an FCA Fundraiser.

A big contributor to Ten Squared was Cindy McMath, with eight works in the show.
Pictured is her piece Hook, Line and Sinker, a mixed media on canvas.
The full exhibit is online at
https://federationgallery.com/exhibit/2021_ten_squared_fundraising_exhibition/3252

Active Members Exhibition

We had several members kick oﬀ 2022 with work in the Active Member’s exhibition,
which is online at:
https://federationgallery.com/exhibit/2022_active_member_exhibition/3258
The piece pictured above is a collage and mixed media piece on cradled wood, by
Sheryl Fisher, entitled Lost in Thought.

Also in the Active Member’s exhibition was David Good, with his oil on panel piece
Stopping in the Snow Storm (above), as well as Sophia Morrison, whose work we will
see later in the newsletter.

Works On Paper

As January turned into February, the 2022 Works on Paper exhibit was on display.
Pictured above is Winter Cardinals, a watercolour piece by Ed Araquel, AFCA.

Another piece in the show was A Light of Long Ago, a watercolour by Elaine L
Hughes.

Kathleen Manning also had a graphite on vellum paper drawing in the show, entitled
Electric Hair! The full show is online at
https://federationgallery.com/exhibit/2022_works_on_paper_exhibition/3260

Artists’ Choice Exhibition

Greg Dow, SFCA, won the First Place Gold Medal Award in the Artists’ Choice
exhibition with this acrylic on canvas entitled Yellow Warbler. Congratulations Greg!

Renate MacKenzie also participated in this show, with her oil on canvas, Wetlands.
Cindy McMath and Sophia Morrison also had pieces on display, which can be seen
online at https://federationgallery.com/exhibit/2022_artists_choice_exhibition/3288

Shape and Form

Sheryl Fisher won the Second Place Siver Medal Award in the Shape and Form show,
with her collage and mixed media piece, Somersaults in the Sky. Congratulations
Sheryl!

Also successful in the show was Sophia Morrison, with her acrylic on board painting,
Garden Waterlilies. Shape and Form can be seen online at
https://federationgallery.com/exhibit/2022_shape_form_exhibition/3296

Animalis

RSS

Sophia Morrison was also in the show Animalis, with this mixed media collage
entitled Pier Post Trio, as well as an acrylic painting entitled Fence Tweet. The full
exhibit is online at
https://federationgallery.com/exhibit/2022_animalis_exhibition/3303

Online Federation Showcase
The Federation Gallery website explains the Online Federation Showcase Exhibition
as a brand new exhibition for 2022. As our collectors, patrons and art enthusiasts
became more comfortable with online platforms during Covid, the Vancouver FCA
created this exhibition as an extra opportunity for member artists to showcase their
art.

Deborah Tilby, SFCA had two pieces in the Showcase, including The Nest (above), an
oil on panel that was awarded the Third Place Bronze Medal for the show.
Congratulations Deborah!

Carol Bednarski was also in the Showcase, with her acrylic on canvas Pearl of the
Maritime.

Jenn Lecour’s oil on cradled panel, Splashing in the Sea, was another of the paintings
in this online exhibit.

Lisa Riehl, AFCA, had her acrylic painting Radiance in the show as well.
The Victoria Chapter was well represented, with Sophia Morrison and Kim Money
also showing works online. You can still see the full exhibit at
https://federationgallery.com/exhibit/2022_online_federation_showcase/3328

Bloom

From late March into April the Bloom exhibition was on at the Federation Gallery:
https://federationgallery.com/exhibit/2022_bloom_exhibition/3308
Joane Moran, AFCA had her oil on canvas, Friends, in this show.

Small

Laila Jensen, AFCA was one of several members who had works accepted into the
Small Exhibition. Pictured is Stems and Berries 1, a mixed media piece on a cradled
wood panel.

Heather MacNeil had two pieces accepted into this show; pictured is Riding the
Waves, an acrylic on canvas.

Sherie Welsford had three pieces in the show. Pictured is her oil on canvas entitled
Wine Goblet with Pear.
Sheryl Fisher also had two paintings in the show, Jenn Lecour had three pieces
accepted, and Cindy McMath had one. So there is lots more member work to see in
the online exhibit at https://federationgallery.com/exhibit/2022_small_exhibition/3320

Scenes From Western Canada

Kim Money was one of several artists in the popular Scenes From Western Canada
show, with her piece Just a Day, an acrylic and mixed media work on a cradled panel.

Shelley Wuitchik’s encaustic on birch board piece, Botanical Beach 1, was also
accepted into the show.
Other members with art in this show were David Good, Elaine L Hughes and Sophia
Morrison. The show can be seen online at
https://federationgallery.com/exhibit/2022_scenes_from_western_canada_exhibition/
3326

Other News
AGGV Winter Small Works
As we reported last time, the AGGV did not put it’s winter small works online this
year, so we could not independently canvas the show to see whose work was
represented. By our winter deadline, we had heard from David Good and Cindy
McMath about their acceptances, so our last edition featured their work.

Subsequently, we heard from June Haynes that she had work in the show. Pictured is
Blue Green Mood, an acrylic on canvas.

Elaine L Hughes also participated in the show, with her watercolour Spill of Light.
It seems unlikely that the Summer Small Works show will be online either, although
we don’t know for sure at this point, so remember to email in your news and
acceptances for shows not on our website list.

Chapter Challenge

We also reported last time about the August Chapter Challenge in Vancouver, but
unfortunately we missed mentioning that Penny Hobson-Underwood has a piece in
that show. Her acrylic on birch panel piece, Lockdown Opportunities, was also in that
exhibit.

Member News

As a newer active member of the FCA Victoria, Jenny Adams would like to invite
everyone to attend the ECAH (Esquimalt Community Arts Hub) Urban Arts Tour, an
outdoor art and garden tour on June 25th! Pictured is Jenny’s acrylic piece, A Wake.
This is the third year for this event and it just gets better every year! Please see
https://www.ecah.ca/urban-arts-tour for information.

Carole Finn, SFCA has been active in April with her in-person workshop, Art on the
Edge, which took place in Ucluelet for four days at the end of the month. She also
does online teaching. More on Carole’s art, including her classes, can be seen on her
website at https://carolefinnartist.com/

Active member Renate MacKenzie also just wrapped up a successful week long
show at the Sidney ArtSea gallery, along with jewellery maker Carolyn Showler.

Gord Smith reports that he just had eight paintings displayed at Goward House in a
group exhibition of the Goward House Portrait Painters. The show ran from Feb 25 to
March 29 and displayed the work of six diﬀerent artists. Pictured above is his portrait
of Irene Khurana. Gord is also part of the Fairfield Artists Studio tour that runs May 28
and 29; for more information see https://www.fairfieldartistsstudiotour.com/

David Good is also participating in the Fairfield Artists Studio Tour. He invites you to
visit his garden studio at 960 Terrace Avenue in Victoria on Saturday and Sunday,
May 28th and 29th, 11:00 am -- 4:00 pm. Sunny Morning at Weir's Beach, pictured
above, is one of the many oil paintings he will have on display.

Elaine L Hughes will be teaching a watercolour workshop on Atmospheric
Perspective on July 9, 2022. More details about the class are available on her website
https://elhughes.artsites.ca/events/3879

Mark Your Calendars!

Last but certainly not least, mark your calendars for our first Chapter show of 2022,
Fresh Start, which will be viewable online, or in person at the Fortune Gallery, from
June 21 to July 2. There will be a live opening reception on Tuesday June 21 from
6:30 to 8 pm. Hope to see you there!
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