The GRAPEVINE
February, 2016
Hi Everyone,
The New Year is well-started with daylight lengthening wonderfully every day. The blooming snowdrops
promise that the Greater Victoria spring floral extravaganza is not far behind. ‘I perhaps owe it to flowers
that I became a painter,’ said Claude Monet and his connection is evident at the new Royal Academy of Art
exhibit, Painting the Modern Garden: Monet to Matisse. If you are so lucky to be in London to enjoy it, you’ll find
masterpieces by Renoir, Cezanne, Pissarro, Manet, Sargent, Kandinsky, Van Gogh, Matisse, Klimt and Klee.
Clearly painting joyful spring blooms will put you in distinguished company.
Closer to home we congratulate Victoria chapter members on their show hardware from Vancouver and
Ottawa, as well as highlight members participating in FCA Vancouver shows and other venues. Several artists
may be contemplating the road to FCA Signature Status after the January 21st presentation by Anne Hudec,
SFCA, and Jim McFarland, AFCA. Snaps of the merriment at the annual Christmas party are included and
long-time Victoria FCA member, Phyllis Albone, is remembered. Plus, we look forward to other coming
events, exhibits and workshops.
All the Best for 2016,
Inga Nykwist
Contact:
Website:
Website:

info@victoriafca.com
www.victoriafca.com
shawnmaynard@hotmail.com

Art Avenue:
Grapevine:

nancy.letkeman@shaw.ca
inganyk@gmail.com

FCA Victoria, Chapter Meetings
Monthly meetings are held at Windsor Park Pavilion on the third Thursday of each month from 7:00 to 9:00 pm.
(Please bring your own mug – goodies will be provided.)

The next FCA Victoria event is the monthly membership meeting featuring a demo by Nicole Sleeth .
Nicole’s Susanna was the grand prize winner in the 2015 FCA AIRS and was featured on the cover of Art
Avenue. She also recently won second prize at Ottawa’s annual Figureworks show. Join us:
Thursday, February 18th, 2016 at 7 pm

Windsor Park Pavilion in Oak Bay

SPOTLIGHTING OUR ARTISTS – SINCE LAST GRAPEVINE:
Success at the FCA Signature Medal Show 2015 in Vancouver:

Congratulations to Clement Kwan,
SFCA, who received the Silver award
for Spring Day with Friends.

Congratulations to Sharlene
Stushnov-Lee, AFCA, who received
an Honourable Mention for
Sunbathing – Canna # 8.

Congratulations to Nicole Sleeth whose
78” x 30” oil, Susanna II, won second prize
at Ottawa’s annual Figureworks show.

Carol Koebbeman’s, Father's Diary,
Mother's Gloves, was accepted into
Vancouver FCA Works on Paper
January 19 – 31, 2016. The
graphite was also featured on the
banner page for the FCA website.

Congratulations to Anne Snelgrove who
received a lifetime Victoria FCA
membership at the December meeting.

SPOTLIGHTING OUR ARTISTS – UPCOMING EVENTS:

Father’s Diary, Mother’s Gloves

Two of Carol Koebbeman’s oils
were also accepted into the
Vancouver FCA Artist’s Choice
show, February 2 – 14, 2016

The Scent of Roses

Two Victoria FCA members
have paintings accepted into
the Vancouver FCA Landscapes
show, February 16 – 28, 2016:

Marcela Strasdas, Witness

Sharon Stone, Driftwood

Congratulations to new active
Victoria FCA member, Joya Manna, who
was juried in March 2015 in Vancouver.
And welcome to new FCA supporting
member, David Good.

VICTORIA FCA SPRING SHOW
The Victoria FCA Spring Show will be held at the Coast Collective’s new premises at Westridge
Landing on Wale Road in Colwood from April 6th – 17th, 2016. Jurying will likely take place on April
4th and hanging of the show on April 5th. Call for submissions to come soon including confirmation of
final dates and times.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

VICTORIA FCA ANNIVERSARY SHOW
Next up after the Spring Show will be Victoria FCA’s Anniversary Show – 75 years young – to be
held at the Cedar Hill Recreation Centre from June 22nd – July 6th, 2016. The show will be held in
the Main and Café Galleries. Again, call for submissions to come soon including confirmation of final
dates and times.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Call for Submissions
'NANAIMO FINE ART SHOW'
June 3 – 5, 2016
Sponsored by Nanaimo Chapter of FCA
Nanaimo FCA would like to invite members of the Victoria Chapter seeking Signature points to participate in
our Nanaimo Fine Arts Show. The show will be held in the beautiful River Room in the new Vancouver Island
Conference Centre. A gala opening with local dignitaries, live music, refreshments and awards ceremony will
be hosted on June 3rd from 7 pm.
Two categories of artworks may be submitted and juried into the Show:



Qualifying and count towards Signature Status with the FCA, or
Non--‐Qualifying and will be displayed but they do not count towards Signature Status points --‐ for
Nanaimo FCA Members Only (Note that some non--‐qualifying artworks may not score high enough to
be accepted into the Show.)

Cash prizes will be awarded for 1st ($1000), 2nd ($750) and 3rd place ($500) as selected by the jurors.
Submission is online using FCA’s submission process. Note that paintings must be hand-delivered.
Submission is open from January 15 to April 27. Fees for entries received before March 17th are discounted.
Submissions close midnight on April 27th, 2016.
To enter see the Nanaimo FCA website: http://nanaimofca.blogspot.ca/2013/11/shows.html .
information contact Vida Newington, ramblingroses@shaw.ca, with any questions about the show.

For more

AGGV MASSEY GALLERY
Sharlene Stushnove-Lee, Dawn Joy
Ritchie, Marcela Strasdas, Kathy
Cameron and June Haynes are
participating in the Art Gallery of
Greater Victoria’s Love at a First
Glance small works show & sale,
February 4 – March 6, 2016.

A Growing Love
Dawn Joy Ritchie

Bloom
June Haynes

Sweetheart Waltz, Kathy Cameron
Romance
Kathy Cameron

COAST COLLECTIVE

Red Note, June Haynes
The Grand Opening of the Coast
Collective at their new location on
Wale Road will feature a number of
Victoria chapter members in their Red
Show, February 3 – 21, 2016.

Red Scene, June Haynes

COAST COLLECTIVE (CONT.)
Heart of the Matter, Sharon Stone

Sharon Stone is also currently showing,
Flying High in the Coast Collective's
Transformations show.

Victoria Sketch Club members at work on location

VICTORIA SKETCH CLUB
The Victoria Sketch Club is celebrating its 107th year the oldest art group in continuous operation in
Western Canada. Several Victoria FCA members are
taking part in the Club’s Annual Exhibition and

Sale which runs from March 15th to March 20th at
Glenlyon-Norfolk School Gym, Beach Drive Campus,
in Oak Bay.
For more information visit www.victoriasketchclub.ca or email Virginia Hutzuliak: hutzuliak.virginia@gmail.com
_________________________________________________________________________________________

VICTORIA FCA MEMBERS FEATURED IN OTHER LOCAL GALLERIES:

Summer Afternoon, Susan McGillivray

ECLECTIC GALLERY
THE WINTER SALON SHOW, January 11 February 27, 2016 features the paintings
of Peter Dowgailenko, Jim McFarland, Lisa
Riehl and Susan McGillivray.
Go Fly a Kite, Susan McGillivray

LANGHAM COURT THEATER LOUNGE GALLERY
The paintings of Susan McGillivray will be featured during the run of Female Transport, March 3 – 19, 2016.
Li’l Hoot, Kathy Cameron

THE VILLAGE GALLERY
Kathy Cameron is also part of a Small Works Show at
The Village Gallery in Sidney. The show runs from
Feb. 1 to March 15, 2016.

Wetland, Kathy Cameron

_________________________________________________________________________________________

2016 appears to be a bonus show year for Victoria FCA members. To avoid
disappointment, remember that for juried Victoria FCA shows, there are submission
standards for artists’ works. For more information, see the Victoria FCA website:
http://www.victoriafca.com/resources.html#submitting
_________________________________________________________________________________________

FCA SIGNATURE STATUS
The deadline for applying for FCA Signature Status this year is fast
approaching. The online submission must be completed and submitted by
noon, February 25th, 2016.
At the January 21st membership meeting, Anne Hudec, SFCA, and Jim
McFarland, AFCA, presented the reasons for applying for signature status and
the expectations of the Board of Governors (BOG) reviewing the applications.
It was an excellent presentation. Of particular interest was the sample of the
rapid fire slide review the BOG conducts of the images submitted by, in this
case, the successful 2015 applicants.
As most members are aware, there are 4 levels of membership in the FCA :
supporting, active, associate and senior member with increasing
requirements of skill and consistency of style required in order to obtain the designation. Only the associate
and senior members are entitled to place the letters AFCA and SFCA, respectively, after their names.
Victoria FCA has only 5 senior members and that is reason enough, according to Jim McFarland - only slightly
tongue-in-cheek - that we encourage members to apply. Two Victoria members were successful in receiving
their AFCA in 2015: Sam Boehner and Sharlene Stushnov-Lee, bringing the total AFCA’s to 18 for Victoria.

FCA SIGNATURE STATUS (CONT.)
Signature Status brings with it a stamp of approval and recognition that can add much to marketing of your
work. The FCA has implemented a Badge system with the designation that may be applied to your website
indicating the seal of quality.
The basics for applying for signature status are that
you must be an active member who has had 7
different works accepted in 7 different juried
qualifying FCA shows in the past 4 years. Most, but
not all, FCA juried exhibitions are “qualifying” shows.
Two works accepted into one show still count as one
accepted work in one show. Note that the Sooke
and Sidney Fine Arts Shows are not qualifying shows.
As part of the 7 qualifying exhibitions, only 2 chapter
shows per year, to a maximum of 5 total, may be
used in your application. You must have had at least
2 works accepted into exhibitions which occurred at
the Federation Gallery in the last four 4 years, i.e.
you have to qualify in the big pond of artists in at
least 2 shows. There are some open national shows
that are not held in Vancouver, e.g. Kamloops. For
more information see the FCA Application page: http://artists.ca/membership_chapters/signature_status
As an SFCA, Anne Hudec has participated in BOG reviews of signature applications. Usually there are about 25
members in attendance. The door is locked once the reviews begin so a consistent number review the
applications. The 10 images provided by the applicants are viewed at the pace of 2 to 3 seconds each and
then all the images are included on one page of the computer screen for viewing before the next applicant’s
images are considered. This is done twice and then the 3 originals provided by the applicant are considered.
Usually, if there is any doubt, the 3 original works are the deciding factor. Note that the 3 originals must be
received this year between February 23rd and March 4th, 2016.
No artist names are provided with the images and there is no discussion among the judges. A vote of 50% + 1
will mean acceptance. Last year there were 38 – 40 applicants for AFCA and of those, 16 were accepted. Of
the 18 applying for SFCA status, 3 were accepted.
Anne provided the following helpful advice:


Make sure the images of your work look good on a computer screen! e.g. the photos included here are
examples of what not to submit! The photo of Anne and Jim is too orange and the tilt and the light
streaks in the second photo are a definite no-no. Also consider how your work will look on the
landscape shape of a computer screen. The FCA website has tips for photographing your work.



Put your best images first and last, and order the files by numbering them first and then adding the
title to insure that the images are viewed in that order. Colour calibration is important. Edit your
images on the same computer to ensure consistency.



First and foremost, the BOG is looking for quality in the applicant’s submission. Provide only your best
– if there are 8 terrific works and 2 not so great, the BOG will likely not vote in favour of the applicant.
It helps if the works have won awards in that they have passed the hurdle of what judges look for in a

painting. A previous FCA president stated that if you have won 3 or 4 awards at shows, you are ready
for AFCA status.


Second, consistency of style is key – whether that is subject matter, medium or series. If the
submission contains works that vary in medium and subject matter, it will be harder – though not
impossible - to achieve sufficient positive votes. Viewing all 10 images at once on one page will
definitely highlight any style inconsistencies.



Find your voice. Don’t paint the same thing as everyone else. Some years a number of the applicants
paint the same motifs. Something fresh will make the BOG notice you more favourably.



Be aware of how you sign your work. Your signature should not overpower or appear crooked. You
want people to see the work first, not your signature.



Note that the originals you submit do not have to be for sale but the gallery may not display them in
the Success! Show.



If you are turned down for signature status, you can ask for the votes and critiques so you have a
better idea of where you are at. Applicants have been known to have tried 8 times or more before
being successful.

Further tips for Signature Status applications are provided at:
HTTP://ARTISTS.CA/MEMBER_RESOURCES/INFORMATION_FOR_ARTISTS/COMPOSING_A_PORTFOLIO_FOR_SIG
NATURE_STATUS

__________________________________________________________________________________________
CHRISTMAS 2015 PARTY
The annual Christmas potluck and painting exchange
had a surprise visitor this year who showed off his
mastery of yet another of the arts.
Fun was
unavoidable! Those assembled also enjoyed a ‘year in
review’ slideshow of members’ works.

Photos and slideshow courtesy of Lisa Riehl

__________________________________________________________________________________________

OTHER HAPPENINGS
Sunday, February 7th at 1:30 - 3:00 pm.

M is for Mandala with Kristi Bridgeman.

Central Saanich (Brentwood Bay) Art Demo with hands on pebble and beach glass
mandala-making where the public can build a temporary mandala in sand. Samples
and directions for beach glass mosaic mandalas will also be provided.
Kristi has been creating eastern inspired Mandalas since the 1980's. Meditative and
therapeutic, each piece has its own inspiration, theme and cultural influence. Artist's
website: www.kristibridgeman.com

Kathy Cameron’s mixed media piece,
"Childhood Voyages" has been selected
for publication in North Light Books,
Incite 4: Relax. Restore. Renew.,
which will be out in the fall of this year.

WATERCOLOUR AS FINE ART
A painting by Marney Ward, SFCA, is included as a contemporary
masterpiece in Jill Poyerd’s video Watercolor as Fine Art. The film makes
the case that watercolour is just as significant a medium as oil or acrylic and
should be equally valued. The history of the medium and the evolution of
the pigments and paper are shown along with historical and contemporary
watercolour masterpieces.
Watercolor as Fine Art by Jill Poyerd: https://youtu.be/nSiUYOGgloU
_________________________________________________________________________________________

EXHIBIT SPACE
Kristi Bridgeman kindly sent this reminder of available exhibit space:

CALL FOR ARTISTS: 2016 SAANICH MUNICIPAL HALL EXHIBITION PROGRAM
Exhibition space is provided free of charge at Saanich Municipal Hall to promote local artists. Applications are
now being accepted for a limited number of 2016 spaces.
Exhibitions are normally one month in duration. There are two Display Wall spaces for 2-D exhibitions,
and one large Display Window for 3-D exhibitions. Applications are considered as they are received. Apply
early to have the most opportunities available. To apply, complete and return the form at this link: 2016
Municipal Hall Artists Application

For further information, contact: Brenda Weatherston, Community Arts Specialist, District of Saanich, 250475-5557 or brenda.weatherston@saanich.ca .

REMEMBERING PHYLLIS ALBONE
Long-time Victoria FCA member, Phyllis Albone, passed away at home January 8, 2016
just days after celebrating her 95th birthday with friends. Phyllis participated in numerous
FCA shows and other local venues. She was known for her abstracts in water media as
well as her collages.
More of her work can be found at her website:
http://www.lensandbrushes.com/Phyllis%20Files.htm . A memorial service was held January
21 for a long life celebrating the natural world and visual arts.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

FEDERATION OF CANADIAN ARTISTS (VANCOUVER) CALENDAR OF UPCOMING SHOWS:
Exhibition Name

Submission Deadline

February 25th, 2016
Success!

Entry Details

March 15 – 27th , 2016

Board of Governors juried in
Signature Status applicants
only

Painting due date:
March 4, 2016
March 1st, 2016

Flowers and Foliage

Exhibition Dates

March 29 – April 10th, 2016

Juried; Open to Active and
Signature members.

April 12th – 24th, 2016

Juried; Open to Active and
Signature members.

April 26th to May 8th, 2016

Juried; Open to Active and
Signature members.

Painting due date:
March 25th, 2016
March 19th, 2016

Canvas Unbound

Painting due date:
April 8th , 2016
March 31st, 2016

Culture

Painting due date:
April 22, 2016

**Please check the Canadian Federation Artists’ website http://artists.ca to confirm these dates
and to obtain further information regarding submission requirements and/or future shows.

VICTORIA FCA WORKSHOP:
BOLD BRUSHWORK
AND COLOUR
Instructor: Dominik Modlinski
Time: February 27 &
February 28, 2016
Location: Pendray House
FCA Members: $300
Non-FCA Members: $325

This workshop is FULL.
A waiting list is being assembled and if numbers warrant, a second
workshop may be held with Dominik Modlinski at a later date.
Dominik Modlinski is represented by multiple galleries across Canada,
USA and South Africa. His work and his adventurous painting
journeys can be viewed on his website:
http://www.paintingjourneys.com/ and his TV series ‘CHANGING
LANDSCAPES’ which is currently aired on SHAW TV:
http://www.changinglandscapestv.com/
To join the workshop waitlist and for more information, contact Marcela Strasdas:
marcelastrasdas@gmail.com or 250-217-9791

__________________________________________________________________________________________

NANAIMO FCA WORKSHOP:
With the Victoria FCA Workshop at its full complement, you may want to make the trek to Nanaimo to attend
the Nanaimo FCA Workshop with award-winning Harold Allanson, SFCA, April 4 – 7, 2016:

Capturing a Mist Shrouded Coast
Watercolour is the perfect medium to capture
the mist shrouded tranquility of our west
coast. Fog, low lying cloud, and muted
horizons create an irresistible subject and a
special challenge for artists. Learn how to
capture this special atmosphere.
9:00 – 4:00 daily

All skill levels welcomed

FCA Members: $350 / Non-Members $375

For more information about this workshop:
http://nanaimofca.blogspot.ca/2016/01/workshops-2.html

LAST THOUGHTS
In keeping with the awakening flowers, here’s a site with a garden art theme:
HTTPS://WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/ARTGARDENERS Garden of Art Blog
For a fresh take on watercolour, have a wander through Ali Cavanaugh’s
‘watercolour frescos’: http://www.alicavanaugh.com/ . Ali paints
watercolour on a wet kaolin clay surface which results in luminous
images. I am particularly partial to her sock series this time of year
as wool sock season definitely continues.

Rose Frantzen’s oil paintings and installations are amazing. Ever thought of
a series of small town portraits and then painting the town’s landscape on
the back? http://www.oldcityhallgallery.com/page6/index.html

****************

